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There is always so much to say regarding 
home fire prevention. We must keep our 
messages as short as possible so they are 
received by those we aim to protect. Here 
is what we have to say: 

·     Home fire sprinklers save lives. 

·     Sprinklers activate by high heat only, 
not from smoke or cooking vapors. 

·     Sprinklers operate individually, in 
response to high temperature of a fire. 

·     Sprinklers provide safe and reliable 
protection of lives and property. 

·     Sprinklers do not significantly increase 
 the cost of a new home and add value. 

Soon the State Fire Marshal will have more 
information and resources for you about 
each statement. Until then, refer to the 
quality sites listed in the "Fire Sprinkler 
Education Resources" article.  

5 Points to Make about 
Home fire sprinklers 
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Points of interest: 

∗ Winter Fire School 

∗ Holiday Fire Safety 

∗ Sprinkler Resources 

∗ Campus Fire Safety 

November 2008  

IAFF Supports 
Photoelectric Alarms 

Utah Fire and Life Safety 
Educator Association Meeting  

Date: Thursday, January 15, 2008 
Time:  6:00 P.M. 
Location: Riverwalk Grill on SunRiver Golf Course, 
4210 Blue Grass Way, Saint George.  

Photos courtesy of firesprinklers.info. 

I n a recent art icle,  the International 
Associat ion of  Fire Fighters  recom-

mends people change their  smoke 
a l a rms  to  pho toe lec t r i c  a l a rms 
as  Daylight Savings Time ends, not 
just  their  batteries. 
 
“‘More than 3,000 people die each 
year in the United States and Canada 
in structure f ires,  and we need to do 
everything we can to reduce that  
number,’  IAFF General  President 
Harold A. Schaitberger sa id.  'Using 
better smoke alarms wil l  drast ical ly 
reduce the loss  of  l i fe among cit izens 
and f ire f ighters  because i t  wil l  mean 
earl ier detect ion of f ires and result  in 
faster response by emergency crews. '  
No home should be without a smoke 
alarm, and ionizat ion alarms should 
continue to be used unti l  a  home can 
be  equipped with  photoelectr ic 
alarms."  
 
Read the entire art icle:  IAFF Says 
Don't  Just  Change Your Batteries  --  
Change Your Smoke Detector, Too  

I t’s time again to apply for the Fire 
Prevention & Safety grant. The grant 

application period will open around 
Thanksgiving. Don't wait to start writing 
your narrative and putting together your 
budget. Inside sources indicate that the 
guidelines for last year will be pretty 
close. Click to see last year’s guidance 
and this years when it is released. 
Attend a workshop at Winter Fire School 
for comprehensive assistance and guid-
ance in applying for several fire grants. 
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http://riverwalkgrill.com/�
http://www.iaff.org/�
http://www.iaff.org/�
http://www.iaff.org/�
http://www.iaff.org/�
http://www.marketwatch.com/news/story/IAFF-Says-Dont-Just-Change/story.aspx?guid=%7BFBE17BB8-A553-4665-AC18-6576CD668A6E%7D�
http://www.marketwatch.com/news/story/IAFF-Says-Dont-Just-Change/story.aspx?guid=%7BFBE17BB8-A553-4665-AC18-6576CD668A6E%7D�
http://www.marketwatch.com/news/story/IAFF-Says-Dont-Just-Change/story.aspx?guid=%7BFBE17BB8-A553-4665-AC18-6576CD668A6E%7D�
http://www.marketwatch.com/news/story/IAFF-Says-Dont-Just-Change/story.aspx?guid=%7BFBE17BB8-A553-4665-AC18-6576CD668A6E%7D�
http://www.marketwatch.com/news/story/IAFF-Says-Dont-Just-Change/story.aspx?guid=%7BFBE17BB8-A553-4665-AC18-6576CD668A6E%7D�
http://www.marketwatch.com/news/story/IAFF-Says-Dont-Just-Change/story.aspx?guid=%7BFBE17BB8-A553-4665-AC18-6576CD668A6E%7D�
http://www.marketwatch.com/news/story/IAFF-Says-Dont-Just-Change/story.aspx?guid=%7BFBE17BB8-A553-4665-AC18-6576CD668A6E%7D�
http://www.marketwatch.com/news/story/IAFF-Says-Dont-Just-Change/story.aspx?guid=%7BFBE17BB8-A553-4665-AC18-6576CD668A6E%7D�
http://www.marketwatch.com/news/story/IAFF-Says-Dont-Just-Change/story.aspx?guid=%7BFBE17BB8-A553-4665-AC18-6576CD668A6E%7D�
http://www.firegrantsupport.com/fps/guidance/�
http://www.uvu.edu/ufra/news/winter.html�


I f you have a "sprinkler save" residential or 
commercial, the State Fire Marshal's Office 
would be happy to put out a joint media re-
lease. Activations are opportunities to teach 

how sprinklers activate, how they protect property and life, and debunk common myths 
about sprinkler activation and damage. The Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition is also collect-
ing safe stories and has a form to complete.  

Tel: 801-264-6360 
Mobile: 801-971-0492 

Fax: 801-264-6351 
E-mail: 

monicacolby@utah.gov 

Monica Colby 
Public Education Specialist 
5272 S College Dr. #302 

Murray, UT 84123 

Utah State 
Fire Marshal 

View the Newsletter online 
@ 

http://firemarshal.utah.gov/
index.html 

 

N FPA has agreed to support a national Home Fire Sprinkler coalition 
similar to the Fire Safety Cigarette Coalition to promote adoption 
of residential building codes and fire codes requiring automatic fire suppression 
in residential new construction. More information.  

A great source for educational materials is the Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition. Give them 
credit and don't change the text and you can use their messages as much as you want. They 
have free materials they will mail to you. You can download brochures, videos including 
Fresno Fire's PSA, timelines, animations, and a game. Other materials, including brochures 
and DVDs, are available at low cost.  

USFA also has home fire sprinkler information. They have a good section about misconceptions 
and also list related reports. Another reference is firesafety.gov for citizens. This is intended to 
be a one-stop shop for fire safety from the federal government. It's an easier website for the 
public to use than USFA's web address. 

Home Fire Sprinkler Resources 

Home Fire sprinklers 
in the media 

T h e r e 
w i l l 

be four 
free classes for Fire and Life Safety 
Educators at Winter Fire School. 
Friday will be “Fire Standard Ciga-
rettes and Toy-like Lighters” and 
“Alarms and Sprinklers in Educa-
tion.” Saturday we’ll see 
“Involving the Community” and 
“Fire Safety Education for People 
with Disabilities and Older 
Adults.” For more information 
and registration go to Utah Fire 
and Rescue Academy. 

Winter Fire 
School 

U SFA has good information you can use to raise awareness of 
fire safety during this holiday season. The focus is on live tree 

care, cooking and candles. You can download videos comparing dry 
and fresh trees and tree fires with and without sprinklers. http://
www.usfa.dhs.gov/citizens/focus/ 

Holiday 
Fire 

Safety 
from 
USFA 

T he fourth DVD from the "To Hell and 
Back" project from the Peoples Burn 

Foundation, "College Fire Survival," should have arrived at your department. If you 
have not received it, contact The Peoples Burn Foundation.  
The web site has the video and more information for students and parents about fire 
safety, fire prevention and burn prevention. You must register to view the video on 
line and there is a pre and post test. Some schools now require students take this 
online training and they are able to track attendance and completion. You can regis-
ter too - there is a "no school affiliation" option in the registration process.  
They have also created posters and table toppers that direct students to the web site. 
Even if you can't get on your campus to teach this class, maybe you can post the 
marketing material on campus. These can be downloaded at  http://campus-
firewatch.com/got2kno/index.html. 
Campus Firewatch has a media project where students can receive a $500 stipend 
for fire safety articles that will be published in their newsletter with readership in 
two countries.  

Campus Fire Watch 

http://www.homefiresprinkler.org/contactform.html�
http://www.nfpa.org/itemDetail.asp?categoryID=276&itemID=18249&URL=Research%20&%20Reports/Fact%20sheets/Home%20fire%20sprinklers�
http://homefiresprinkler.org/�
http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/citizens/all_citizens/home_fire_prev/sprinklers/�
http://www.firesafety.gov/citizens/sprinklers/index.shtm�
http://www.uvu.edu/ufra/news/winter.html�
http://www.uvu.edu/ufra/news/winter.html�
http://www.uvu.edu/ufra/news/winter.html�
http://www.uvu.edu/ufra/news/winter.html�
http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/citizens/focus/�
http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/citizens/focus/�
http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/citizens/focus/�
http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/citizens/focus/�
http://www.PeoplesBurnFoundation.org�
http://campus-firewatch.com/got2kno/index.html�
http://campus-firewatch.com/got2kno/index.html�
http://campus-firewatch.com/got2kno/index.html�
http://campus-firewatch.com/got2kno/index.html�
http://campus-firewatch.com/mediaproject.html�
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